Elder Covenant
I recognize that the task of shepherding God’s people is both a great privilege and serious responsibility. I also recognize that such leadership requires a higher degree of discipline and accountability than might be expected of other church members. I believe that my growth in spiritual maturity will be a direct result of my complete dependence upon God and my willingness to make only wise and obedient choices. In keeping with these convictions, I commit myself to live a life in keeping with the Biblical qualifications of an elder and to shepherd the flock of God to which God has appointed me.
	
Embracing the Biblical qualifications for an elder, I will strive, by the power of God, to do the following:

1. 	To depend wholly upon Jesus Christ and His death and resurrection for my salvation, and I attest that I am not a recent convert. The highest priorities in my life are that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. (Phil 3:8-11; I Tim.3:6).

2. 	To prepare myself to be able to teach through the disciplines of personal study and meditation on God’s word.  I will hold firmly to the trustworthy truth of the Holy Scriptures, so that I can encourage others by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it (I Tim 3:2; II Tim 4:2-4; Titus 1:9).

3. 	To live in such a way that my life is characterized as above reproach, sober-minded, respectable, gentle, self-controlled, upright, holy, disciplined and loving of what is good. I will abstain from any substance which may master me or become a spiritual stumbling block for a brother. I will not live so as to be characterized as arrogant, violent, quick-tempered, overbearing, or quarrelsome. In these and in every other respect, I will seek to discipline my body, eyes, mind, and tongue so as to grow toward the character of Christ (I Corinthians 9:24-27; I Tim.3:2-3; Titus 1:6-8).

4. 	To manage my own family well. I attest that I am the husband of one wife. I will make every effort to lead my wife and children in the worship and discipleship of Christ, recognizing my family to be my most precious earthly responsibility.  I will strive to live with my wife in an understanding way, and seek to imitate Christ’s servant leadership in my relationship with my wife.  I recognize that the behavior of my children reflects on me, and will strive to raise my children in a godly manner to be faithful, obedient and disciplined, seeking through these things not to make them self-righteous, but to lead them to repentance and faith in Christ. (I Tim 3:2, 4-5; Titus 1:6).

5. 	To live contentedly, so as to not be characterized as a lover of money, nor will I pursue dishonest gain. Rather, I will be a biblical steward of my income, giving regularly and sacrificially back to the Lord (Matt.19-24; I Cor.16:2; I Tim 3:3; 6:6; Titus 1:7; I Pet.5:2).
		
6. 	To be hospitable and maintain a good reputation with those outside the church. I will seek to live in such a way that, by my conduct at home, at work, and in the community, those around me may be able to see the power of the gospel in my life and be moved to glorify God. I will also actively share in Christ’s concern for extending the Gospel to the world. (I Tim 3:2, 7; Titus 1:8)



As a shepherd of God’s people, I will strive, by the power of God, to do the following:

1. 	To serve willingly and eagerly as a shepherd of God’s flock, not lording over those entrusted to me, but as an example and a servant to the flock of God. I will regard prayer and ministry of God’s Word as primary responsibilities and will regularly support the people of Gloria Deo Baptist Church in prayer (Acts 6:2-4; 1 Peter 5:1-4).

2.	To pay careful attention to all the flock at Gloria Deo Baptist Church.  I will make regular contact with the members in order to encourage their maturity in Christ and for mutual fellowship and encouragement in Christ.  I will, as necessary, also confront known sins during these times, always being careful to do so with an attitude toward reconciliation and making sure not to have a judgmental attitude – looking to the plank in my own eye first.  I will be careful at these times to declare the whole counsel of God while respecting the authority of the head of the household to make conscientious decisions on many of the specific ways of living out the gospel.   I will strive to make sure that, through the heads of households, proper instruction and training in the Word is happening in the families (Matt 7:1-5, Acts 20:28, Col 1:28, I Tim 3:5).  
		
3.	To use scripture to teach, rebuke, reprove, exhort, correct, and train up in righteousness the members of Gloria Deo both in our public meetings and in private interactions with the families, knowing that it is sufficient for the man of God to be competent and to equip him for every good work.   My goal is to encourage true, progressive sanctification in each of the members so that none fail to obtain the grace of God (II Corinthians 6:1, II Tim 3:16-17, II Tim 4:2, Hebrews 12:14-15).

4.	To not shrink back from suffering due to speaking or living out the Gospel and its implications.  I know that all who desire to live a Godly life will be persecuted and that a shepherd of God’s people is called specifically to endure suffering, so I will not rely on myself, but on God who raises the dead.  I will also use my experience in suffering to encourage the church and comfort those who may also be suffering for the Gospel (II Cor 1:3-11, II Tim1:8, 2:3-10, 3:12, 4:5).

5.	To keep close watch over the doctrine at Gloria Deo Baptist Church.  I will continually make sure that my teaching aligns itself with the word of God, and then, through such teaching, encourage all of the members to grow in their understanding of the ways of God.  I will refute doctrine that contains errors for the good of the flock.  I will uphold the gospel as first and foremost in the church, knowing that all other doctrine is simply support to this message (Acts 18:26, Eph 4:11-14, I Tim 4:16, II Tim 2:8, Titus 1:9). 		

In all these things I willingly make myself accountable to my fellow elders. I have prayerfully considered all of the above and pledge my faithfulness before God and the people of Gloria Deo Baptist Church.



Wife’s Covenant
I understand that, in my union and ministry partnership with my husband, my character is as important as his in qualification for the leadership of God’s people. I will hold to the above standards wherever they pertain to my own spiritual walk and growth. I attest that I know of no scriptural reason why my husband should not serve in leadership of God’s people and affirm that he is qualified according to this covenant. I will support and encourage my husband as much as I am able, that he might grow in his relationship with Christ and might effectively carry out his responsibilities as an elder/pastor of Gloria Deo Baptist Church.

